Histoenzymatic study of the neurons in the visual sector of the thalamic reticular nucleus in the adult rat.
The different types of neurons within the visual sector of the rat's thalamic reticular nucleus were studied, both in terms of their morphology and their histochemical activity. Neurons were classified according to their dendritic arrangement into bitufted and multipolar. On the basis of the somal shape, bitufted neurons were further subdivided into two types, triangular and fusiform, and multipolar neurons into stellate and ovoid. Bitufted neurons have moderate succinic dehydrogenase (SDH) activity, while multipolar neurons usually have high SDH activity. Finally, the location of neurons in the visual sector of the thalamic reticular nucleus was described.